[Catheterization of the subclavian vein by the subclavicular route. Remarks in the light of a series of 180 cases in 2 years].
A series of 180 cannulations of the subclavian vein by the subclavicular route in a two-year period is reported. Complication incidence was less than 1% and nothing particularly serious was encountered among the complications. The observations do not agree with literature data and it is therefore concluded that subclavicular access to the subclavian vein is as safe as the supraclavicular provided the operation is carried out by an expert and all recommended precautions are taken.